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Australian Rat Fanciers Society Inc.

PO Box 5001, HUGHESDALE VIC 3166
Phone:
9570 4052  or  9440 7710 



0488 082 282 (Secretary)
Email: 
ausrfs_vic@hotmail.com 

Website:
www.ausrfs.org.au

1.9.2009
Application for Membership
Thank you for your interest in joining our the AusRFS.

Before submitting this form, prospective members are strongly encouraged to come along to one or two displays or shows that we hold at pet expos or agricultural shows. This will enable you to meet members and their ratties and allow us to get to know you and answer any queries you may have about our society.
The membership process:
1.
A fully completed membership form and full membership fee is received.

2.
A committee member contacts the applicant to discuss the application and answer any queries.

3.
The membership application is tabled and discussed at the next meeting of the committee. 

All new memberships must be approved by the committee. 

A new member shall be a probationary member until the next committee meeting.

4
If the membership application is not accepted all membership fees paid will be refunded in full.
If the membership application is accepted then the applicant becomes a full member. 
5.
Once membership has been approved, new members receive a Membership Certificate, a Membership Card/badge (this badge must be worn “with pride” to all agricultural shows and club functions), an Information Handbook, all Newsletters and invitations AusRFS Inc events. 

New members are accepted by the AusRFS Inc Committee:

1
in good faith
2
that they join the Society for the love of rats as the member’s No 1 priority. 
3
that the member will enter into any AusRFS Inc function for the enjoyment of their rats and the company of other AusRFS Inc members and in good humour.
4
the AusRFS Inc committee runs a fair and just Society. The aim of the Society and its activities is to remain as a hobby and for the promotion of rats as pets and animals that deserve respect.
5:
members will at all times promote the Society with pride.
Please note: The AusRFS does not accept membership applications from Feeder Breeders (people who breed rats as food for other animals).

Mouse owners are also welcome to join the AusRFS under the same guidelines. 

The committee of the AusRFS Inc reserves the right to refuse or cancel membership
if the Society believes the member’s behaviour and / or rat keeping / breeding practices
are harmful to the rat or the Society.
Continued…
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BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
	The AusRFS holds displays at various agricultural shows and pet expos during the year, as well as organizing social events for members only – like our Annual Fancy Dress Party, Ferret and Rat Fun Day, Fun Show, and Christmas Party.


	Our society organizes rat shows in conjunction with a number of our displays.  Members have a lot of fun showing their ratties.  Condition, Temperament, Conformation, Colour, Pattern, etc. are all taken into account.  But all ratties still have a chance to win a prize – in the Best Pet section. 


	Members receive the AusRFS newsletter and regular updates.



	AusRFS support and information services


	An information support service to members & public alike (Help is just a phone call away !)


	Registered Ratteries - a register of ethical, responsible rat breeders who have passed the society’s strict registration process. This process includes testing of rat knowledge, monitoring of rat keeping practices and inspections of premises.


	A Rescue Service operates to save and rehome abandoned and surrendered rats.


	A Boarding Service can care for your rats when you go on holidays. 


	A Website where you can learn more about our society and rats. www.ausrfs.org.au


	An On-line Forum, where you can chat to rattie lovers all over Australia. Enter the forum via the link from our website. Please remember to register and log on when you visit, as browsing as a “guest’ will not show the full list of topics.



Continued…
Membership Application Form
If completing the form on a computer, click and type into the white boxes, the boxes will expand to take your answer.

	MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY 


	Tick
	Please tick or type Yes in first box next to the appropriate membership type.

	
	Single 


	$20.00 annually 
	Over 16 years of age

(please note there is no single junior membership – as juniors must be accompanied to AusRFS events by an adult member)

This category entitles the member to attend all AusRFS shows, displays and social functions and receive all AusRFS Inc. Newsletters and updates.  

	
	Couple
	$30.00 annually
	Can be parent and one child. 

The same entitlements as for Single Membership

	
	Family
	$40.00 annually
	The same entitlements as for Single Membership

	
	Newsletter only
	$10.00 annually
	This membership category receives Newsletters and updates, but does not entitle the member to attend AusRFS shows, displays and social functions. 

For those who wish to learn more about keeping and caring for rats, but are unable to come along to club activities eg. people living in rural Victoria or interstate, or people under the age of 16 who do not have an adult member to accompany them to events. 


	PERSONAL DETAILS


	
	Single Membership
or First Person in a Couple
or First Parent’s Name for Family 
	Second Person in a Couple
or Second Parent’s Name for Family

	TITLE   Mr, Mrs, Ms, Miss
	
	

	NAME 
	
	

	ADDRESS
	
	

	HOME PHONE 
	
	

	MOBILE 
	
	

	EMAIL
	
	

	AGE (if under 16)
	
	

	SIGNATURE
	I understand that as a member of the Australian Rat Fanciers Society Inc. 
I agree to observe the Society’s objectives and codes of conduct.

	
	
	

	DATE
	
	


	FAMILY MEMBERSHIP
Please complete the previous section with parents details and list the children in the family below.
I understand that as a member of the Australian Rat Fanciers Society Inc. 

I agree to observe the Society’s objectives and codes of conduct.

	Name
	
	Age
	
	Signature
	

	Name
	
	Age
	
	Signature
	

	Name
	
	Age
	
	Signature
	

	Name
	
	Age
	
	Signature
	

	Name
	
	Age
	
	Signature
	


	MEMBERSHIP FEES

Annual membership fees are payable on the anniversary of the date joined.


	If paying by cheque, please make payable to Australian Rat Fanciers Society Inc. 
A cheque or money order is enclosed 
	

	If you prefer to pay directly into our account please email or phone and we’ll give you the bank details.
When depositing, please use your surname as the reference, so we can tell who the deposit is from.
The membership fee has been paid into the AusRFS Bank Account
	


Continued…

	Where did you hear about the AusRFS Inc?

Eg At any of the shows or expos we have attended, in the phone book, on the internet, from a friend.                                           
	

	Why would you like to join the Society?
	

	Do you currently own rats or have you had rats in the past?
	

	If you currently own rats, can you tell us a little about them? Where you purchased them, their ages, if they are males or females, if they are desexed. Any health issues you may have encountered. 
	

	Are there any questions regarding rat care, health etc that you would like to discuss with a committee member.
	

	If you keep undesexed males and females what precautions do you take to prevent unwanted mating ?
	

	If you don’t currently have rats:

When were you thinking about getting rats?

Where might you purchase them ?

How many rats are you thinking about getting? Do you know what sex? 

Do you have a cage, accessories etc yet? 

Do you need advice about any of the above?
	

	Our society holds displays at various agricultural shows and pet expos during the year, as well as organizing social events for members only.

Are you intending to be an active member ?   
	

	Our society organizes rat shows in conjunction with a number of our displays. 

Do you have an interest in showing your rats ?   
Do you have any questions about showing ?                  
	

	Have you ever breed rats ?
	

	Do you intend to breed rats in the future?

Please note: It is society policy that you cannot sell or promote through the club in any way, any rats that you breed unless you have registered rattery status with the society. Please contact our breeders representative if you would like more information about the registration process.
The AusRFS does not accept membership applications from Feeder Breeders (people who breed rats as food for other animals. )
	


Please post or email this form together with the appropriate membership fee to:

The Secretary

Australian Rat Fanciers Society Inc.

PO Box 5001, HUGHESDALE VIC 3166
Email: ausrfs_vic@hotmail.com

A committee member will contact you in the near future to have a chat about your application 
and answer any questions you may have about AusRFS or rats in general.

We hope we will soon welcome you as a member of the Australian Rat Fanciers Society 
For the love of rats
1.9.2009
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